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  “Every creature is better alive than dead, men and moose and 

pine trees, and he who understands it aright will rather preserve its 
life than destroy it.” ~ Henry David Thoreau 

 
 This February 6th, 2023 (beginning on the evening of the 5th), we         
celebrate Tu B’Shvat, the holiday referred to as the “New Year of the Trees” or, 
in Hebrew, Rosh HaShanah La’Ilanot.   Named after the Hebrew date it occurs 
(15 is Tu, of the month of Shevat), Tu B’Shvat is, today, (especially in Israel)   
celebrated as an ecological awareness day and trees are planted in celebration.  
  
 The Midrash on Ecclesiastes, Kohelet Rabbah 7, explains: “When the 
Blessed Holy One created the first human, G-d took him and led him around all 
the trees of the Garden of Eden and said to him: ‘Look at My works, how      
beautiful and praiseworthy they are! And all that I have created, it was for you 
that I created it. Pay attention that you do not corrupt and destroy My world: 
if you corrupt it, there is no one to repair it after you.’”   
  

 According to the organization, One Tree Planted, “trees help clean the air 
we breathe, filter the water we drink, and provide habitat to over 80% of the 
world's terrestrial biodiversity.  Forests provide jobs to over 1.6 billion peo-
ple, absorb harmful carbon from the atmosphere, and are key ingredients in 25% 
of all medicines.”  They further proclaim that “46% of the world’s forests are     
already destroyed, 46-58 thousand square miles of forest are lost every year, 
80,000 acres of forests disappear from the Earth every day - that’s the         
equivalent to 48 football fields every minute or one football field area of forest 
per 1.2 seconds.”  Forestry Specialist, Ross Bernet, calculated that “the average 
tree absorbs an average of 10 kilograms, or 22 pounds, of 
carbon dioxide per year.”  He further argues: “It’s important 
to remember that the true benefits of trees and healthy for-
ests go far beyond carbon storage. Their value for              
biodiversity, social impact, and the stability of the global 
climate are well documented. This may also be a challenge 
to measure, but at the end of the day the need to protect and 
restore our forests by planting trees is essential.” 
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 Judaism had always recognized the importance of Trees and the Environment.  This core value 
runs deeply within the Jewish DNA.  Today, we see proven results, statistics and modern develop-
ments that should make us proud of our People. “Israel is one of the only nations in the world that    
entered the 21st century with more trees than it had 100 years ago. Since its inception, Israel has 
been devoted to sustainable forest management and afforestation, planting trees mostly in areas with 
arid and semi-arid climates.  JNF was founded in 1901 to purchase land for Jewish agricultural      
communities, as well as to carry out development, reclamation and afforestation projects in the Land of 
Israel. By the time Israel became independent in 1948, JNF had planted about 4.5 million trees on the 
country's rocky hillsides.  Today, over 200 million trees in forests and woodlands covering some 
300,000 acres provide Israelis with a wide range of opportunities for outdoor recreation and              
appreciation of nature.” (source: embassies.gov.il)  

 

 
 
 Anthropologist, Margaret Mead, said: “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”  Our Torah teaches us that we 
have a responsibility to protect this planet and to help our environment flourish.  Genesis 2:15: “G-d 
took Man and placed him in the Garden of Eden, to work it and guard it.”  Then, later, the Torah 
states, in Deuteronomy 20:19: “When (even) in war… you must not destroy trees… You may eat of 
them, but you must not cut them down.”  Tu B’Shvat is a day that reminds us of our responsibility and 
asks us to reconnect to Nature.  Traditionally, we celebrate by eating new fruits, primarily those 
varieties grown in the Land of Israel.  This year, we may consider celebrating by planting a new tree.  
A great new project worth supporting this year is www.RootsbofRedemption.org, bringing growth to the 
Hills of Judea.  May Hashem grant humanity the ability to bring our Planet back to being the Garden of 
Eden; and, may we witness that Great Glory and Beauty within our days!  
 
With Love and Blessings, 

Rabbi Dan  
  

Fueling some more Jewish Pride, an article on RootsOfRedemption.org lists the “7 Agricultural    
Technologies that make Israel one of the leading forces in the Agriculture world” as:  

   “Drip Irrigation - A system which drips water directly into plant roots. It significantly re-
duces water and increases crop yields. 

   Recycled Water - Israel recycles over 86 percent of its waste water. This is by far the 
highest in the world.    

   Intelligence - Taranis is an intelligence platform that uses satellite imagery, aerial foo-
tage, big data, and predictive analytics to monitor fields and help farmers make the best 
decisions. Farmers can image a field in a super high resolution – about 0.1      millimeter 
per pixel. That means that we can see a tiny insect on a leaf, and then we can train a 
computer to analyze it to find these insects. It can also find weeds and give a farmer a 
report allowing the farmer to spray accordingly.  

   Biopesticides - IOB uses predatory wasps to control insects as a bio pesticide. This 
reduces the need for chemical pesticides by up to 70%. 

   Biofertilizers - Growndwork Bio AG uses tiny microscopic fungi to help plant roots 
absorb more nutrients. This increases crop yield with less fertilizer so the fungus 
penetrates the plant root. The plant roots are then extended in an underground web. 
The fungus can break down nutrients that are otherwise unavailable to the plant and 
physically mobilize them into the plant root system.  

   Robotics - FF robotics makes robots with computer vision that can actually pick fruit 
straight off the trees. 

   Sensors - SupPlant uses data and sensors to talk with plants to know exactly what 
nutrients they need and when they need to be watered.” 
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Message from our  Co-President   

 
 

 

 

 

 

  As we close out 2022 and begin 2023, many of us will be thinking about the past year's events. 
We have learned, over the past few years, that while virtual connections aren’t the same as being  
together, they can nourish our souls. This year’s High Holiday Celebrations were much improved with 
many more attending in person services than the last few years.  Many of us have taken this opportunity 
to reconnect with loved ones who were already separated by long distances. By the time you read this 
Hanukah may be over, but improved from last years’ experience. Most of us now are vaccinated with 
masks being optional. Let’s all remember that Hanukkah was not just about the candles. But it was also 
the story, the singing, the publicizing of the mitzvah, and our willingness to continue to reach out to 
counter oppression. I want to especially thank Rachel Krimsky (and Rabbi Dan) for hosting a Hanukkah 
celebration at their home.  
 
 This year there has been a rise in anti-Semitic attacks on Jews. This is an alarming fact. There 
appears to be little pause in the hatred. Just recently Kayne West’s stream of antisemitism, those who 
agreed with him were not deterred by his cancellation from Nike. They hung banners over the 405 free-
way in Los Angeles proclaiming, “Kanye is right about the Jews.” People on the overpass appeared to 
make the “Heil Hitler” gesture with their outstretched arms. In Jacksonville, Florida, the same mes-
sage crawled across the outside of the stadium hosting the Georgia-Florida college football game and 
across a building in the city. Banners hung over Interstate 10 in Jacksonville read, “End Jewish Suprem-
acy in America” and “Honk if you know it’s the Jews.” All of this is arriving around the fourth anniver-
sary of the Tree of Life shooting, the deadliest attack on the Jewish community in US history. To quote 
Rabbi Myers from Tree of Life Synagogue where I was a member growing up in Pittsburgh: 
 
 “It cannot fall on Jewish people alone to fight these acts of hate, victims are not the ones to cure anti-
semitism, it’s the place in which it’s grown that it must be cured. So, in the case of America, America 
has permitted antisemitism to grow unabated over a very long time. … We have to turn to the remainder 
of America, and say, America, look what’s happening. Look at the rot from your core. You have to fix 
that, because this is just the beginning. It doesn’t end with antisemitism. … From antisemitism, it moves 
on to another minority group and another minority group until there’s no one left to call out because all 
of the groups are no longer around.” 
 
 As 2022 comes to an end, we at TBJ will continue to think about our accomplishments, as well 
as those of our family members and friends. We remember special moments that made us particularly 
happy or proud. As your Co- President, I've seen the dedication and selfless work of many congregants.  
I want to personally thank all you who have committed your time and effort for the benefit the TBJ  
community. Thank you to TBJ Board members, our committee members, Women’s League and the 
many members who have made generous donations of both money and time throughout the year. On  
behalf of the Board of TBJ, I would like to wish all Members, Contributors and Friends a Happy New 
Year. Thank you for your continued generosity. We need your contributions more than ever as our  
expenses increase. We count on you to survive and to provide wonderful, streamed and live services,  
classes, charity to those in need, and so much more. 
 
 Finally, I would like to greet the following newest member that have now made their home at 
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington ,Shawn Etz  and his family.  
 

Morry Silverman 
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The Jewish Zodiac, A Culinary History of Jews in America.   
 

Tuesday evening, February 7th, 7:00 p.m.   
 

This program is gratis for TBJ Women's League members.   
We ask for a donation of $5 per person for all others who wish to join us for this fun 

presentation.   
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WOMEN’S LEAGUE BOOK CLUB  

 
Sunday, February 26, at 10:00 am,  

via Zoom. 
 

We will discuss the book: 
ETERNAL 

By, Lisa Scottoline 
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We encourage you to contribute to Torah Fund, Women's League's financial commitment to the   
Jewish Theological Seminary (New York) and its worldwide network of   academic                                

Institutions:     Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies (Los Angeles), Schecter Institutes of Jewish Stud-
ies (Jerusalem), Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano (Buenos Aires), and Zacharias Frankel College 

(Potsdam, Germany).  Your donations support both scholarships and programs for our future        
Conservative/Masorti rabbis, cantors, educators, and lay leaders. 

 
All levels of giving are welcome.  Benefactors (minimum contribution of $180) are recognized by a 

Benefactor's pin, pictured below.  The pin symbolizes the story of the Israelites preparing to enter the 
promised land.  They are instructed to be strong and courageous, Chazak v'ematz, Torah Fund's 

theme for 5783.   
 

The pin also celebrates the 80
th
 year of Torah Fund. 

 
For more information, contact Ella Bender at 561-656-1916 or at morah4241@hotmail.com. 

 
It's TIME TO ORDER your MAH JONGG cards.   

Small card is $9; large card is $10.  Firm deadline is January 23rd.   
Check to Sisterhood, TBJ.   

Include name, address, and size card of each person ordering.  
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Members of women’s league of Temple 
B’nai Jacob of Wellington deliver their 
Chanukah Chesed project donations to 

Grandma’s Place on December 14, 2022. 
 

We thank all our TBJ Members and 
friends who donated so generously to 

support this mitzvah project. 
 

We did a great job! 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE—Member spotlight! 

 
               
 
Since Lynne has been doing such a good job interviewing our congregants, I decided  

that we should learn a few things about her. 

 

Lynne Birnholz grew up in Rochester, New York in a very traditional, friendly, loving   home where all the holidays were celebrated  

with friends and family. She vividly recalls going to shul with her grandfather every Shabbat and developing a great love for Judaism. 

 

She went on to Barnard College, graduated, then received her Masters Degree at the  

University of Connecticut. Lynne became a clinical social worker and worked in a mental health clinic    helping and seeing patients. 

She met Alan while she was at Barnard. Alan attended Columbia University. They married, have a son  and daughter and two                

grandchildren all of whom they are so proud. Lynne and Alan decided to move to Buffalo not far 

from Rochester to be close to her family. Alan is retired Family Law attorney and also taught art history at SUNY Buffalo. 

 

Temple B'nai Jacob is very fortunate to have Lynne as a member. She contributes so  

much to our service on Shabbat. Lynne often chants the Haftorah.  When asked to volunteer, never refuses. 

In addition, her work on the Women's League presentation about famous women and their study of the Torah was both thorough and in

formative. You could see the work  

Lynne put into this. 

 

In Lynne's retirement she is a part time therapist seeing patients in their homes and very ac-

tive as the Educational Chair in her community. She volunteers with Hospice and is a docent at the Flagler Museum. 

 

Whenever I see Lynne enter our shul, I know it is going to be a good Shabbat. 

It was a great joy to hear all the lovely things about Lynne. 

 

Article by, 

Lila Kaplan 

 

THE VOICE 
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Bank, Florine Kohan, Mel 
Bender, Chaim & Ella Krimsky, Jeffrey 
Buchstein, Sara Lederer, Judy 
Baron, Gerry Lichaa, Allem & Esther 
Bennett, Dean Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan 
Birnholz, Alan & Lynne Martinez, Elizabeth    
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Molow, Bert 
Chwieroth, Linda Mizne, Norbert & Ramona 
Cohan, Alan & Andrea Moorman, Alison 
Eisenman, Rabbi Bernie & Billie Nachman, Steven & Dr. Leah 
Feiertag, Steve Paredes, Julio 
Flanagan, Selma Patrusky, Roz 
Froot, Steven & Regina Policzer, Joel & Madeleine 
Frustaci, Judith Sandee Setton 
Grossman, Joe & Holly Silverman, Morry & Sallee 
Goldman, Donna Tart, Jeffrey & Beth 
Golub, Elliott Teichner, Jane 
Gotay, Israel & Elise Thal, Michell & Liz 
Greenspan, William & Carole Treby, Elliott 
Johnson, Alan Weiner, Marilyn 
Kaplan, Lila Zuckerman, Jay 
 Barbara and Jeff Marcus 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

HIGH HOLIDAY DONATIONS  5783/2022  as of December 21, 2022 

Miscellaneous Donations    from  October 21 to December 21, 2022 

Kaplan, Lila Mey Shabarach Speedy recovery to Susan Diamond 

Kaplan, Lila Mey Shabarach Sallee dec20 Silverman 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan Mey Shabarach Phyllis Lefkowitz for a complete recovery 

Thal, Mitchell and Liz Mey Shabarach Get will to for Florine bank 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Rabbi Discretionary Fund In appreciation  of wine and cheese event   

Gotay, Israel & Elise Rabbi Discretionary Fund In appreciation of Rabbi Dan   

Kaplan, Lila Women’s League To the Torah Fund   
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General Donations  from  October 21 to December 21, 2022 

Yahrzeit Donations   from  October 21 to December 21, 2022 

Oneg & Kiddush Sponsorship  from  October 21 to December 21, 2022 

Birnholz, Alan & Lynne Donation In appreciation of Lila Kaplan   

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation In honor of the anniversary of Holly & Joe Grossman   

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation In honor of the  birthday of Florine  Bank   

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation In honor of Giving Tuesday   

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation  In honor of the birth of grandchild of  Ann Cornwell   

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation  In appreciation of Rabbi Dan and Rachel hosting Chanukah party  

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation  In honor of the  birthday of Lila Kaplan   

Cohan, Alan & Andrea Donation In appreciation  of Billie Eisenman's presentation for Women's League 

Grossman, Joe & Holly Donation In honor of  Lila Kaplans birthday   

Grossman, Joe & Holly Donation General Funds   

Krimsky, Jeffrey Donation In appreciation  of minyan for Joyce Krimsky   

Liebowitz, Arnie and Zan Donation In honor of Lila Kaplan   

Liebowitz, Arnie and Zan Donation In honor of Rabbi’s Dan Birthday   

Silverman, Morry & Sallee Donation In honor of the  birthday of Mitchell Thal   

Silverman, Morry & Sallee Donation In honor of Giving Tuesday   

Silverman, Morry & Sallee Donation In honor of Lila Kaplan's birthday   

Simmons, Wilbur & Teresa Donation General Funds   

Thal, Mitchell & Liz Donation In honor of the anniversary of Holly & Joe Grossman   

Thal, Mitchell & Liz Donation In celebration of daughter Emily's 23rd birthday   

Thal, Mitchell & Liz Donation In honor of  Florine Bank's birthday   

Yanklowitz, Bonnie Donation In honor the birthday of Dolly Morrissey   

Charson, Marlene Yahrzeit  In memory of Marion Snider 

Cooper, Bruce & Martine Yahrzeit  In memory of Janice Cooper 

Feiertag, Steve Yahrzeit  In memory of Howard Heiferman 

Flanagan, Selma Yahrzeit  In memory of Harold Flanagan 

Grossman, Joe & Holly Yahrzeit  In memory of Louis Grossman 

Lichaa, Allen & Esther Yahrzeit  In memory of Barakat Elgamil 

Mizne, Norbert & Ramona Yahrzeit  In memory of Sara Felder 

Paredes, Julio & Stelly Yahrzeit  In memory of Maria Luisa Haas de DeLeon 

Patrusky, Roz Yahrzeit  In memory of Herman Patrusky 

Policzer, Joel & Madeleine & Maddy Policzer Yahrzeit  In memory of Seth Policzer 

Turner, Mara Yahrzeit  In memory of Nathan Schwartz 

Bank, Florine Oneg/Kiddush Oneg & Kiddush 12/16,17 in memory of Jerry Bank 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Oneg/Kiddush Oneg & Kiddush 11/4,5  in memory of Burnerd Horwitz 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea Oneg/Kiddush Oneg   12/16 in memory of  Miriam Sherman 

Jacobson, Richard  & William Oneg/Kiddush Oneg 10/ 27 in memory of Arthur Jacobson 

Kaplan, Lila Oneg/Kiddush Kiddush 12/17 in honor of Hanukkah Chanukah 

Kohan, Mel Oneg/Kiddush Oneg 11/25 in memory of Doris Kohan 

Krimsky, Jeffrey Oneg/Kiddush Oneg 11/11 in memory of  Joyce Krimsky 

Lichaa, Allen & Esther Oneg/Kiddush Kiddush 12/3 in honor of Allen's birthday 

Molow, Bert Oneg/Kiddush Oneg   11/4 in memory Marylyne Molow 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee Oneg/Kiddush Oneg 12/23 in memory Kenneth Tabachnick 

Treby, Elliott Oneg/Kiddush Oneg 11/25 in memory of Alice Treby 
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THE VOICE 

 
 
 

When pre-planning for your 
cemetery and funeral needs, 
Call Alex Gurevich: 954-253-3600 

Eternal Light Memorial Gardens-Beth Israel Memorial Chapel. 
 

Friends and members of Temple B’nai Jacob receive special discounted rates. 
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To honor or remember a birthday,  
anniversary, graduation, memory or any  

special occasion sponsor a virtual Oneg or/and 
Kiddush 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday night  Virtual Oneg for $63.00  
Saturday Shabbat Virtual Kiddush for $90.00  

Oneg and Kiddush for $144 
 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor a virtual  Oneg or Kiddush at           

561-793-4347 

SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and Mezuza 
scrolls (klafim), candlesticks, menorahs, 

kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial candles, 
as well as jewelry, gift and novelty items. 
 

Ella Bender 
561-656-1916 

See us on the 
Temple Website  
and Facebook 

Help us replenish our local food pantry! 

Our local food pantry is depleted and the price of food has  
increased. Please bring non-perishable items to the Temple office.  

We are preparing boxes for donations. 
 

They are in need of: 
 Canned chicken  

 Canned tuna, 
 Canned soups  

 Canned green beans  
 Canned baked beans  

 Peanut butter  
 Jelly 

 Toilet paper. 
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A Word from the Chesed 
Committee (formerly the Sunshine  

Committee) 
 

• In need of a friendly voice 
• In need of get well wishes 

•     In need of a friend to share a  
     holiday meal with 

 
     If you or any member of your family,  

         or if you know of anyone in our  
        Temple family that is in need,  

    please let us know.  
 

Please call Liz Thal at the Temple  
 561-793-4347, or e –mail Lenore Glickman, lesmg@comcast.net  
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HONOR OR MEMORIALIZE 

A FRIEND OR LOVED ONE BY DEDICATING A 

SIDDUR OR HUMASH 
 

Create a lasting tribute and help support  

Temple B’nai Jacob 

 by dedicating a copy of either 

Siddur Sim Shalom or Humash Etz Hayim 

for only $36 
 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR 
EACH DEDICATION AND EITHER SEND  

PAYMENT TO THE SHUL OFFICE OR CALL TO 
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS 

 

 

TEMPLE B’NAI JACOB OF WELLINGTON 

12794 FOREST HILL BLVD. SUITE 6 

WELLINGTON, FL 33414 

561-793-4347 

Templebnaijacob@gmail.com 

 
We are collecting non-perishable food and 

canned goods all year long. 
 

Please bring your donations to the Temple. 
 

Together we can help feed the community. 
 
 
 

 

 A MESSAGE FROM THE CHESSED COMMITTEE 
 

What a wonderful time of year, get to enjoy latkes, doughnuts, and light 
Hanukah candles. 

We thank Rabbi Dan for representing our Shul at the community  
Holiday event for candle lighting. We also thank Rabbi Dan and Rachel 

for having us in his home to a wonderful holiday party! 
We collected a generous amount of donations for our Women’s League 

Tzedakah project this year.  
Thank you to all who gave so generously. It felt great to deliver so many 

nice things to an organization who helps so many. 
 

See you at Shul! 
 

LENORE GLICKMAN 
Chessed Committee 
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Do you want to receive our Temple emails? 
Call the office and give us  

your email address at: 
 

561-793-4347 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

Www.templebnaijacob.com 
And Follow us on  

 
 
 
Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 

 

 

INTERESTED IN ADVERTIDING IN OUR  

NEWSLETTER? 
 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR TBJ OFFICE. 

OUR NEWSLETTER, THE VOICE, REACHES ALL TBJ 

MEMBERS AND MANY FRIENDS IN OUR COMMUNITY. 
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Please remember all of your wonderful op-
portunities to honor or memorialize loved 
ones or to mark special occasions with a 

contribution to Temple B’nai Jacob of        
Wellington. 

 
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more 

with a gift to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, 
one of the Temple funds, or through the    
Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush sponsorship 

program. 
 

Advertising Agreement 
B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” 

 

Date: ___________ 
 

I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues, 

starting with the ____________ issue for $____________. 

           [*month/year] 

Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Authorized signature: _____________________________________________________ 

Print name: _____________________________________________________________ 

VOICE 

Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]      $136/yr 

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]              $200/yr 

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]              $360/yr 

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]             $500/yr 

 

Yizkor Book (inside cover)         $300 

Yizkor Book  (outside cover)        $400 

Full Page                                        $200  *The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year: 

                                 Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec. 
 

 

 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 
Mail this form along with your “camera ready” art to:    
  Temple B’nai Jacob 
  12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,  

Suite #6 
  Wellington, FL  33414 
Or email art files to:  Templebnaijacob@gmail.com 



Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitarian   
synagogue serving the Western communities of Palm Beach     
County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each member to         

become more deeply connected to his or her Jewish identity by 
providing relevant worship experiences, life-long educational       

experiences,  opportunities for social action, and a connection to 
Jewish culture. We are a diverse and multi-generational              

congregation committed to serving as a center for contemporary 
Jewish life. 
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