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From Our Rabbi 
““Winners never quit and quitters never win” - Vince Lombardi 
 
The Jewish calendar is rich with dates that commemorate historical events and hold 
deep spiritual significance. Among these, three dates stand out for their unique blend of 
sorrow and joy: the 17th of Tammuz, Tisha B’Av (9th of Av), and Tu B’Av (15th of Av). 
Each represent pivotal moments in Jewish history, offering lessons and reflections that 
continue to resonate. 
 
The 17th of Tammuz is a fast day marking the beginning of a three-week mourning    
period leading up to Tisha B’Av. This day commemorates several tragedies, one of 
which is the breaching of the walls of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 CE before the 
destruction of the Second Temple. The Talmud lists five calamities associated with this 
date, including Moses breaking the tablets upon seeing the Golden Calf (Taanit 28b).  
 
Tisha B’Av, the ninth day of the month of Av, is considered the saddest day in the     
Jewish calendar. It commemorates the destruction of both Temples in Jerusalem. Tisha 
B’Av is a day of fasting, mourning, and reading Kinot (poems reflecting on the tragedies 
that have befallen the Jewish nation) and the Book of Lamentations (Eicha). 
 
In stark contrast to the solemnity of Tisha B’Av, Tu B’Av, the 15th day of Av, is a day of 
joy and celebration. Historically, it marked the beginning of the grape harvest and was 
known as a time of matchmaking and love. The Talmud (Taanit 30b-31a) describes     
Tu B’Av as a joyous festival, highlighting its significance as a day of unity and new     
beginnings, noting several positive events associated with this date, such as the        
permission for intertribal marriages among the Israelites. Today, Tu B’Av has been      
revived as a celebration of love, emphasizing themes of unity, renewal, and hope.  
 
There is a famous story (or myth) that Napoleon was walking through the streets of    
Paris one Tisha B’Av (9th of Av). As his entourage passed a synagogue, he heard    
wailing and crying coming from within; he sent an aide toinquire as to what had         
happened. The aide returned and told Napoleon that the Jews were in mourning over 
the loss of their Temple. Napoleon was distressed “ ;How come I wasn’t informed? “ 
When did this happen? Which Temple?” The aide responded, “They lost their Temple in 
Jerusalem on this date 1,700 years ago.” Napoleon stood in silence and then said, 
“Certainly a people which has mourned the loss of their Temple for so long will 
survive to see it rebuilt!” 
 
 
    Continued on next page >>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Arguably, this story could just be a legend, however, the idea is echoed directly in the Talmud (Taanit 
30b): “Whoever mourns for Jerusalem will merit seeing its joy.” Our crying is not just over the absence of a     
particular building. We continue to cry out in proclamation that this world is still not yet ideal. There are still 
things out of order and missing from the beauty and perfection we know to be around the corner of time. The 
movement of these Jewish dates goes from a deep sorrow and mourning, lasting three weeks, turning, almost 
immediately, into a time of sheer joy and celebration.  
 
Rabbi Aaron David Borak (1892-1961) wrote: “When I was in Jerusalem in 1927, we were lucky to be at the     
Kotel/Western Wall on Tisha B’Av, the place of the Temple, we saw water dripping from the wall and we were 
awed. The Maskilim (enlightened pragmatic Jews) said it was because of the tremors of the earthquake on the 
4th of Av and from that a streamlet of water opened in the Kotel, however the Hasidim and the Sephradim who 
were      reciting Laments at the wall started dancing and singing, saying: ‘the wall is crying and Israel is crying 
and G-d is crying.’ It is a good sign that G-d want to redeem his children, as is found in the Midrash that when 
Jacob sits and cries, and Joseph sits and cries, and Yisrael cries, G-d sits and creates the Light of the Messiah. 
 
Crying is a continuous protest, demonstrating our refusal to conform and accept the imperfections and  deficien-
cies, still, within our world. Humanity, still, has fissures to mend and repair. Nonetheless, the Jewish calendar    
reveals an awareness that regardless of the length of our mourning period, the joy of redemption can and will 
happen momentarily. The Talmud Makkot (24b) ends with the story of Rabbi Akiva laughing at the site of a fox 
roaming around the destroyed remains of the Beit HaMikdash/Holy Temple. The Sages, with tears in their eyes, 
ask him: “Akiva, why are you laughing?” His response: “Why are you weeping?” The Sages say: “We see a place 
so sacred…is now desecrated by a fox parading there…so how can we not cry “For that very reason,   explained 
Rabbi Akiva, “I laugh with joy. The prophecy of Uriah regarding the destruction and exile 
concludes with Har Habayit/The Temple Mount turning into a jungle. Until that came true, I dared not yet look 
forward to the fulfillment of the prophecy of Zecharia regarding redemption. Now that I see that fox, I realize 
the first prophecy has been fulfilled and I can begin to look forward to the fulfillment of the second.” 
 
Our crying and praying and efforts to bring beauty into this world will not quit until we win. The vision 
and promise of hope and expectation drive us forward towards a Divine goal. One day, soon, we WILL have 
lasting and permanent peace, love WILL bind all people, and every day WILL be like Tu B’Av - a celebration 
of all, for all! Amen!  
 
 

*2024 Dates: 
1. 17th of Tammuz, 5784 = Tuesday, July 23, 2024 
2. Tisha B’Av/9th of Av, 5784 = Tuesday, August 13, 2024 
3. Tu B’Av/15th of Av, 5784 = Monday, August 19, 2024 

continued:   From Our Rabbi 

Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitarian   synagogue serving the    
Western communities of Palm Beach   County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each     
member to   become more deeply connected to his or her Jewish identity by providing          

relevant   worship experiences, life-long educational   experiences,  opportunities for social     
action, and a connection to Jewish       culture. We are a diverse and multi-generational        

congregation   committed to serving as a center for contemporary Jewish life. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
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Message from our  President   

Well it’s summer and at Temple B’nai Jacob many of you are going on vacation.     Jew-
ish Holidays are also on vacation. In July and August, normally we would start to get 
ready for the High Holidays. This year Rosh Hashana doesn’t begin until the first week of 
October, so the September-October VOICE newsletter will be jammed packed with      
information for everyone.  
 
As I started thinking about what to write, I remembered that I once read that summer    
vacations reduce stress, boost brain power and creativity, improve sleep, blah blah blah. 
When I think of summer vacation, it reminds me of school, camp, and travel. I’m not sure 
it reduced stress and boosted my brain power, but I’ll take the experts’ word for it. As a 
member of the retired community in South Florida, summer vacation is just two ordinary 
words. However, I feel that I still travel more in the summer than I do in other seasons. 
Maybe I just want to get out of the hot weather? I’m told that sunlight helps the body    
produce serotonin, a hormone that regulates our moods. It makes sense then that kids are 
physically predisposed to be in better moods during the summer. In addition, spending 
time outside can help improve overall physical health which is closely linked to better 
mental health. In South Florida, I wonder what spending a lot time in air conditioning 
does to mental health. 
  
You might wonder how I connect this article with Jewishness. This year’s “Summer 
Solstice” was on June 20 th , the longest day of the year. Jews have not traditionally had 
a summer solstice ritual per se, but Medieval European Jews marked the summer 
solstice by not drawing water, because they believed that water might be affected 
by the “eerie power” of the day. When I looked up the definition of what “drawing 
water” means I saw that it refers to the “act of extracting or collecting water from a 
source such as a well, tap, or natural body of water.” It can involve using various tools or 
methods, such as a pump, bucket, or faucet, to obtain the water for purposes such as 
drinking, cleaning, or irrigation. Now, I don’t believe that not drinking water is a 
good thing. After all, the weather in South Florida is above 90+ degrees in the summer. A 
number of biblical events in Jewish legend actually happened during the summer solstice, 
including the expulsion from Eden and the moment when Moses struck the rock to get 
water for the Jewish people. Miriam’s expulsion from the camp and her seven days in the 
desert also took place around this time. 
 
OK, I know this was a stretch, but to all our friends and family of Temple B’nai Jacob, I 
wish a great summer vacation and lots of water to drink!! 
 
 
 
                                   Morry Silverman, President 
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Contact Holly Grossman (561) 596-2684.   

As of July 1st, Torah Fund is raising the price of the Torah Fund greeting 
cards.  The cost of each card will rise to $5.  Remember that your buying Torah 

Fund cards serves as a donation to Torah Fund, Women’s League’s financial       
support of the 5 Conservative Judaism seminaries.  
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A Prayer for Israel in this Time of War 
 
 
God, our Strength and Protection, we pray for the State of Israel in this devastating 
time of war, shock and grief. Our hearts are breaking, God. We pray for the lives of 
the innocent civilians who have been heartlessly kidnapped by Hamas, bring them 
home, watch over them, God. We pray for the lives of the soldiers who have been 

taken captive, we pray for their safe return, shelter them, God. We pray for the 
souls of the innocent victims who were brutally slaughtered. Send comfort and 

strength, God, to the grieving. Send healing to the injured, and strength and wis-
dom to their doctors and nurses. We pray for all our brothers and sisters in Israel in 

this time of tragedy and crisis.  
 

Watch over Israel, God, spread Your shelter of peace over the land and over all our 
brothers and sisters who live there. Shine Your light upon Israel’s leaders, officers 

and advisers, innocent blood is calling out to them to overcome all divisiveness and 
to act with clarity and determination. Protect the men and women who defend      

Israel, let them be safe and may they be victorious over the Hamas terrorists who 
attacked our people. Watch over them, God. Hear their prayers. Bring peace, God. 
Let it rain down from the heavens like a mighty storm. Let it wash away all hatred 

and bloodshed.  
 

Peace, God, please, God.  
God of the brokenhearted, God of the living, God of the dead, gather the souls of 
the victims into Your eternal shelter. Let them find peace in Your presence, God. 

Their lives have ended, but their lights can never be extinguished. May they shine 
on us always and illuminate our way. 

Amen 
 

by Rabbi Naomi Levy 
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GENERAL DONATIONS from  April 21 to  June 21, 2024 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  from  April 21 to June 21, 2024 

EVENT  SPONSORSHIP DONATIONS from April 21 to June 21, 2024 

Albrecht, Holly Kaplan Donation 
In honor of Marilyn Weiner for being a good friend to Lila 
Kaplan 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation Todah Rabah to Liz Thal & picnic committee for a job well done 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation In honor of Zoe Bruck for her thought provoking  D'var Torah 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation In honor of Addison Tart on her Bat Mitzvah 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation In honor of the birthday of Jeffrey Krimsky 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation In honor of  the birthday of Liz Thal 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation In honor of the anniversary of Allen & Esther Lichaa 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Donation In honor of the  birthday of Sydney Blitman 

Blitman, Rebecca Donation in appreciation  for her husband, Jeffrey, on their anniversary 

Cohen, Alan  Donation In honor  of his chanting Haftorah 

Grossman, Joe & Holly Donation 
Mazel Tov to Jeffrey & Barbara Marcus on granddaughter's 
graduation from Univ. Of Texas 

Grossman, Joe & Holly Donation 
Mazel Tov to Mitchel & Liz Thal on Emily's graduation with 
master's degree in speech therapy. 

Grossman, Joe & Holly Donation In honor of the  birthday of Liz Thal 

Grossman, Joe & Holly Donation In honor of the anniversary of Jeffrey & Rebecca Blitman 

Grossman, Joe & Holly Donation In honor of the birthday of Jeffrey Krimsky 

Landes, Ricardo & Helen Donation Temple Programs 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan Donation In honor of the  birthday of Sydney Blitman 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan Donation In honor of the birthday of Liz Thal 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan Donation In honor of the  birthday of Jeffrey Krimsky 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan Donation In honor of  Jeff Tart 

Thal, Mitchell & Liz Donation 
In honor of  Emily Thal, on her graduation with a mater's        
degree in speech therapy 

Waghelstein, Leonard & Harriet Donation Yom Hatzmaet 

Yanklowitz, Bonnie Donation  in apprec iation of Dolly Morrissey and TBJ for aliyah 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea Donation For the wine & cheese event 

Grossman, Joe & Holly Donation For the wine & cheese event 

Nachman, Steven & Leah Donation For the wine & cheese event 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee Donation For the wine & cheese event 

Thal, Mitchell & Liz Donation For the wine & cheese event 

Woods, Karen Donation For the wine & cheese event 

Bender, Chaim & Ella Rabbi Discretionary Fund 

Weissberger, Gary Rabbi Discretionary Fund 

Feiertag, Steve & Ann Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
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GET WELL WISHES (Mey Shabarah) from  April 21 to June 21, 2024 

 ONEG AND KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIPS from April 21 to June 21, 2024 

 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Oneg/Kiddush 
Oneg & kiddush 5/31,6/1 In memory Jacob   
Neugebauer 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca Oneg/Kiddush Oneg & Kiddush 8/2,3 in memory of                      

Glickman, Lenore Oneg/Kiddush Birthday cake for oneg 5/17 in honor of Avi         

Kaplan, Lila Oneg/Kiddush To sponsor for Rabbi's brunch 6/25 

Kohan, Mel Oneg/Kiddush Oneg & Kiddush 5/31,6/1 In memory                      

Krimsky, Jeffrey Oneg/Kiddush 
Oneg 5/17 In honor of the birthday of Avi            
Krimsky 

Krimsky, Rabbi Dan & Rachel Oneg/Kiddush Oneg  6/7 In honor of the birthday of  Jeff                   

Krimsky, Rabbi Dan & Rachel Oneg/Kiddush Oneg 6/7 In honor of the birthday of   Jeff                   

Lichaa, Allen & Esther Oneg/Kiddush Kiddush 6/8 In honor of their anniversary 

Nachman, Steven & Leah Oneg/Kiddush 
Oneg 5/17 In honor of the birthday of Avi            
Krimsky 

Paredes, Julio & Stelly Oneg/Kiddush Sponsor for Shavuot cheesecake 

Paredes. Julio & Stelly Oneg/Kiddush Oneg & kiddush 6/8 In honor of Johanna Haas 

Treby, Elliott Oneg/Kiddush 
Oneg 5/10 In memory of Jeffrey Treby &               
Minnie   Trebicoff 

Treby, Elliott Oneg/Kiddush Oneg 6/14 In memory of Stanley Treby 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca R'fua Shlomas For Sondralee Wynn 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca R'fua Shlomas For Alan & Lynne Birnholz 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca R'fua Shlomas For Arnie Liebowitz  

Grossman, Joe & Holly R'fua Shlomas For Alan & Lynne Birnholz 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan R'fua Shlomas For Alan & Lynne Birnholz 

 

SISTERHOOD DONATIONS  from April 21 to June 21, 2024 

Blitman, Jeffrey & Re-
becca Sisterhood in apprec iation  of a wonderful year 

Yanklowitz, Bonnie Sisterhood In honor of Ella Bender 
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YAHRZEIT DONATIONS   from  April 21 to June 21, 2024 

YIZKOR DONATIONS   from  April 21 to June 21, 

 

Bilyk, James & Joann Yahrzeit Sherry Silverman 

Bilyk, James & Joann Yahrzeit Sol Silverman 

Birnholz, Alan & Lynne Yahrzeit Joseph Flatow 

Feiertag, Steve & Ann Yahrzeit Sam Silverman 

Hankin, Herbert & Charlotte Yahrzeit Ryan Buck 

Hankin, Herbert & Charlotte Yahrzeit Max Hankin 

Kaplan, Lila Yahrzeit Nathan Fuchs 

Mizne, Norbert & Ramona Yahrzeit Sabina Mizne 

Mizne, Norbert & Ramona Yahrzeit Pearl Hibbard 

Moorman, Alison Yahrzeit Neil Potash 

Nachman, Steven & Leah Yahrzeit Henry Badrian 

Patrusky, Roz Yahrzeit Ann Wasserman 

Sigale, Shelly Yahrzeit Bernard Levi 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee Yahrzeit Gladys Tabachnick 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee Yahrzeit Irwin Simon 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee Yahrzeit David Silverman 

Tart, Jeff & Beth Yahrzeit Paul Ratzer 

Turner, Ronald & Mara Yahrzeit Max Aronowitz 

Wynn, Sondralee Yahrzeit Kisrael ben Moshe 

Yockel, Steven & Stacey Yahrzeit Phyllis Feldman 

Sigale, Shelly Yiskor Prayers  

Braver, Robin Yizkor Prayers  

Jolson, Howard & Alice Yizkor Prayers  
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THE VOICE 

 
 
 

When pre-planning for your 
cemetery and funeral needs, 
Call Alex Gurevich: 954-253-3600 

Eternal Light Memorial Gardens-Beth Israel Memorial Chapel. 
 

Friends and members of Temple B’nai Jacob receive special discounted rates. 



 16 

 

 

THE VOICE 

To honor or remember a birthday,  
anniversary, graduation, memory or any  

special occasion sponsor a virtual Oneg or/and 
Kiddush 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beginng April 1, 2024 
Friday night   Oneg for $70.00  

Saturday Shabbat  Kiddush for $100.00  
Oneg and Kiddush for $150 

 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor a virtual  Oneg or Kiddush at           

561-793-4347 

SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and Mezuza 
scrolls (klafim), candlesticks, menorahs, 

kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial candles, 
as well as jewelry, gift and novelty items. 
 

Lenore Glickman 
561-389-7956 

See us on the 
Temple Website  
and Facebook 

Help us replenish our local food pantry! 

Our local food pantry is depleted and the price of food has  
increased. Please bring non-perishable items to the Temple office.  

We are preparing boxes for donations. 
 

They are in need of: 
 Canned chicken  

 Canned tuna, 
 Canned soups  

 Canned green beans  
 Canned baked beans  

 Peanut butter  
 Jelly 

 Toilet paper. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHESSED COMMITTEE 

 
                                                                      
 

                        

 

 

Hi to all our Temple Members and Friends. Another 
month has gone by and good things are happening. We 
now have a monthly enhanced  sit down Kiddush    
Luncheon. If you want to sponsor a  Kiddush or an 
Oneg  in memory of a loved one , or  to honor 
someone's  a special occasion. Please contact the 
Temple by phone of email. 

A word from the Chesed Committee 
 
 

 In need of a friendly voice 
 In need of get well wish 

 In need of a friend to share a Holiday meal 
 In need of a call from Rabbi Dan 

 
 

If you or any member of the your family or anyone you know in our TBJ 
Family that is in need please let use know 

 
Please call the Temple at 561-793-4347 (leave a message if no  one answers) 

Of Email the Temple at Templebnaijacob@gmail.com or Lenore 
Glickman  

at  lesmg@comcast.net 
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Please considering Honoring a loved one  and sponsor an 
Oneg  and/or a Kiddush. It’s a great way to support TBJ. 

If interested in more details please call or email TBJ ,     
561-793-4347 Templebnaijacob@gmail.com 

 
Oneg (Friday Shabbat)……………$70 

Kiddush (Saturday Shabbat)………$100 
Kiddush & Oneg………$150 
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THE VOICE 

Do you want to receive our Temple emails? 
Call the office and give us  

your email address at: 
 

561-793-4347 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

Www.templebnaijacob.com 
And Follow us on  

 
 
 
Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 

 

INTERESTED IN ADVERTIDING IN OUR  

NEWSLETTER? 
 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR TBJ OFFICE. 

OUR NEWSLETTER, THE VOICE, REACHES ALL TBJ 

MEMBERS AND MANY FRIENDS IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

 

 

 YOUR CARD PLACED HERE 




